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B.C. has announced tougher new
COVID-19 restrictions on indoor
dining at pubs and restaurants,
indoor group fitness centres, and
has reversed course on allowing
limited indoor faith services. Provincial health officer Dr. Bonnie
Henry has also suspended the use
of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine
in B.C. for people under 55 pending
investigations in Europe to deter-

mine if the vaccine is causing blood
clots.
The new restrictions, which
Henry called “a circuit breaker”
to reduce a surge in COVID-19
variants driving transmission,
are effective as of midnight early
Tuesday until April 19. People will
still be able to dine on outdoor patios, but only with their immediate
household or core bubble. All adult
group fitness is banned, but gyms
can remain open with individual

or one-on-one activities such as
personal training.
“Gathering indoors is what is the
greatest risk to all of us right now,”
Henry said during Monday’s news
briefing. “It is a step back from
where we want to be and where
we need to be, but when spikes and
surges become a sustained trend,
we need to take these steps to protect those we love.”
As more-contagious variant cases outpace vaccinations and B.C.
recorded 2,518 cases of the virus
between Friday and Monday, it is
clear that B.C. is in the third wave
of the pandemic. The new rules
are the toughest restrictions since

restaurants, retail stores, hair salons and schools were shuttered at
the start of the pandemic in midMarch 2020 until the end of May.
Premier John Horgan said case
counts have risen to “unacceptably
high” numbers in the last week,
higher than peaks during the second wave between November and
January. He made an appeal specifically to young adults between the
ages of 20 and 39, who are contracting the virus in greater numbers.
“Do not blow this for the rest of
us,” he said. “We’ve come a great
distance, but we cannot blow it
now.”
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North Vancouver resident Susanne Till, seen with her children, is one of seven victims of Saturday’s
mass stabbing at the Lynn Valley Library. Till suffered severe and life-changing injuries. G O FUNDM E

Friends, family rally around
stabbed mother of three
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When Susanne Till dropped her
daughter off for dance lessons in
North Vancouver’s Lynn Valley
Mall at 1 p.m. on Saturday, she
stopped to chat with her friend,
Brianna Giles, a vice-principal at
RNB Dance Studio.
They joked about Till’s youngest daughter’s haircut and chatted
about volunteer work the mother
does at the dance studio, before
she headed to the nearby Booster
Juice to wait for her child to finish

dancing. About 15 minutes later,
Giles learned from a paramedic
that Till had been stabbed, one of
seven victims of a knife-wielding
man who rampaged through the
popular, family-friendly mall on a
warm Saturday at the end of Spring
Break.
“(Till) is a single mom of three
kids. She would do anything for
them. She is a huge part of the RNB
Dance and Lynn Valley community,” said a grieving Giles. “I have
known Susanne for more than 10
years. Susanne is amazing.”

Giles ran back to her studio
to look after the young dancers,
phone their parents, and deliver
the sad news to Till’s daughter that
her mother had been injured.
“Seeing the look on her daughter’s face when she heard that her
mom had been hurt will be something I will never forget,” Giles
said.
She has recently spoken to Till’s
oldest daughter, who said the family is doing “as well as could be” and
her mother remains optimistic.
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Two days after a random stabbing
rampage outside a busy North Vancouver library, investigators are
still trying to find out why a Quebec man attacked seven strangers,
leaving one woman dead.
As mourners placed flowers at a
makeshift memorial at the Lynn
Valley Library Monday, Insp. Michelle Tansey, acting head of the
Integrated Homicide Investigation Team, said several motives
have been ruled out, but the reasons behind the senseless violence
remain a mystery.
Yannick Bandaogo, a 28-year-old
man of no fixed address, was arrested at the scene Saturday after
stabbing himself. He made a brief
video appearance in North Vancouver provincial court Monday
and has been remanded in custody
until Thursday.
“As you can appreciate, we’re still
in the early stages of our investigation. We continue to investigate
the potential motive behind the
incident, as well as the suspect’s
background and history in British
Columbia,” Tansey said. “We can
establish that the accused was unknown and did not have any links
to any of the victims based on our
information so far. The accused
does have links to Quebec and
we’re still trying to determine what
brought him to the West Coast.”
She said there is no suggestion
that Bandaogo was radicalized or
was targeting women, despite the

fact six of the seven victims were
female.
“We understand that there will
be questions about the suspect
and the desire to understand the
motive behind this senseless act.
But we are still in the early stages,
and we may not be able to provide
you answers at this time … I assure
you it is far from over. I realize
that this is a profound and tragic
incident that has deeply affected
a great many people especially the
members of the Lynn Valley community. Please know that IHIT is
committed to completing a full and
complete investigation, leaving no
stone unturned.”
Tansey said Bandaogo had a history of violence in Quebec and had
warrants out for his arrest in both
Quebec and Manitoba at the time
of the stabbings.
Asked whether he was known to
have mental health issues, Tansey
said: “We always consider mental
health in terms of the assessment
of the suspect and everything is
being assessed at this point.”
She said police are also trying to
determine his whereabouts in the
days before he showed up at the
library, which was having a used
book sale Saturday.
“We have interviewed over 50
witnesses and we have spoken to
all six victims. We urge anyone that
hasn’t contacted IHIT already who
may have video, to please reach out
to us,” she said, adding that police
are poring over video of the attacks
seized from around the library

Yannick Bandaogo, seen in a Facebook image that has been taken down,
faces a second-degree murder charge in the Lynn Valley Mall stabbings.

complex, which includes restaurants and stores.
Postmedia confirmed that the
Quebec warrant for Bandaogo’s arrest was issued last September after he failed to appear in court. He
had pleaded guilty to assault in a
conjugal (domestic) violence case
in September 2019 in Longueuil.
In October 2018, Bandaogo was
sentenced to a month in jail for
assaulting a police officer and resisting arrest. The same day he was
sentenced to four months in jail for
assault causing bodily harm and
was handed a three-month term
for two separate assault cases.
Bandaogo used to train at Techno-Boxe boxing club in Longueuil,
where Sandra Babou first met him
in 2014. Babou, then-executive
assistant in the boxing club, told
Postmedia on Monday that she
was “stunned and sad” to hear of
his arrest.
“I never thought that Yannick
could have been accused of such
a situation,” she said in French.

Paramedic praises help from public during attacks
S TA B B I N G F R O M A

A GoFundMe page had raised
more than $120,000 by Monday
afternoon for Till, described as
the “epitome of motherhood” to
her children who attend nearby
Queensbury Elementary.
“Susanne’s injuries are extensive
and life-changing, and at this time
it is unknown if she will need more
surgery. Her rehabilitation will be
exhaustive and she will not be able
to return to work anytime in the
near future,” says the page, created
by organizer Kirsten Emerson.
One woman in her 20s died of
her injuries following Saturday’s
attack, and suspect Yannick Bandaogo, 28, faces a second-degree
murder charge. Information about
the other victims is slowly start-
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ing to emerge. Argyle Secondary
biology teacher Sheloah Klausen
had taken her 10-year-old daughter to a book fair at the library in
the mall when she saw the suspect
and bravely tried to protect others.
“She heard and saw a man running really fast toward a woman
and started stabbing her, and that’s
when she yelled to her daughter to
run and hide,” said Klausen’s sister,
Leah Carol Michayluk.
“My sister grabbed her umbrella and started beating the guy. He
turned around and slashed her
(hand), and stabbed her in the back
of her skull.”
After being stabbed in the library,
Klausen sat on the ground outside
as a bystander helped her hold
napkins or a cloth to her bleeding
head. Paramedic Ingrid Westcott
was in one of the first ambulances
to arrive at the scene, and said the
public’s help during the incident
was “exceptional.”
Klausen received stitches to her
hand, staples in her head, and is
now recovering at home with her
husband and daughter.

Compare
thousands of
current vehicles
side-by-side

“Physically, she feels great. Emotionally, she’s traumatized and has
a lot of scared feelings for the victims, especially the young lady who
passed away. In her mind, she goes
over and over and over it again. She
doesn’t know why this would have
happened, and why her,” Michayluk said.
North Vancouver mother Jini
Segulam Singh-Henderson posted
on Facebook that her young adult
daughter was one of the victims,
and that she is recovering from
her injuries. “Heartfelt thanks to
our Lynn Valley neighbours and
the many others we don’t know
personally for their well-wishes,
prayers and gifts dropped off for
my daughter and our family. We’re
a bit overwhelmed by (Saturday’s)
events and trying to get some rest
right now,” Singh-Henderson
posted on the North Van Cares
Foundation Facebook page. “My
focus right now is Emma, and my
other daughters.”
Jacquie McCarnan, the founder of North Van Cares, which was
created during the pandemic to
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help North Vancouver residents,
found out on Saturday about the
stabbings through social media.
She immediately started calling
her network, and in a short time
discovered she had connections to
several of the victims through her
foundation’s 3,500 members.
“One of the women who was
stabbed in the face and her hands
was treated in hospital. She is
recovering at home. She’s young
and she is obviously absolutely distraught,” McCarnan said. “She has
a really good community of helpers, and I know that she has spoken
to victim services and understands
what’s available to her.”
But McCarnan has heard there
may be a wait to see counsellors
with victims services. And since
her foundation’s members wanted to help those who were injured,
she started a different GoFundMe
page, which will support all the victims with whatever future needs
they may have. It raised more than
$13,000 in the first day.
“I think it’s a testament to our
community, how people are just
immediately looking for ways to
help and support these people.”
lculbert@postmedia.com
— with files from Stephanie Ip
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“He was a boy who has always
been kind and respectful to me
and grateful for the help that we
could give him.”
She said Bandaogo had some
conflict with his father, who had
“forced him to leave the family cocoon and fend for himself.”
North Vancouver District Mayor
Mike Little said special counselling services for those traumatized
by Saturday’s events have been set
up at the Karen Magnussen Community Centre, 2300 Kirkstone
Rd., all week.
“I just want to convey to you today how utterly shocked and saddened our community is over the
events that have happened here,”
Little said. “ … No one expects to be
confronted with violence while going about their day in a civic plaza
outside a library and just running
their errands … it’s an absolute
shock,” Little said.
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